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RFO  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  onffl?le?^^fgri^Sp^vice 

Office  of  informcirion-U/sJBA'^K^^of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


U.  £.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGflictJttb^l 


Letter  No.  632 
OctolDer  1,  195^ 


There  has  "been  some  misunderstanding  about  the  Agricultural  Conser- 
vation Program  in  relation  to  the  acreage  allotment  and  marketing  quota 
provisions  of  the  price  support  program.    We  hope  this  will  help  straighten 
it  out: 

As  you  know,  smaller  wheat  plantings  --  not  more  than  I5  acres 
are  excepted  from  the  cross -compliance  provisions,    A  producer  who  fails  to 
comply  with  allotments  which  are  under  this  "I5  acre  figure"  will  not  lose 
his  eligibility  for  supports  on  other  crops  for  which  he  has  observed  allot- 
ments.   But  hje  will  not  be  eligible  for  price  support  on  wheat.    Moreover  -- 
and  here's  where  many  are  confused  --  he  will  not  be  eligible  for  cost -sharing 
under  the  ACP  program. 

Any  farmer  who  exceeds  his  wheat  allotment       be  it  5,  10,  or  I5 
acres       will  not  be  eligible  for  cost -sharing  under  the  ACP  program.  Of 
course,  this  also  holds  true  for  any  farmer  who  exceeds  his  aHotment  of  any 
of  the  other  basic  crops. 

Developments  on  the  Drought  Front 

Secretary  Benson  this  week  designated  k2  additional  counties  in 
seven  states  as  drought  disaster  areas.    Addition  of  the  k2  counties  brings 
to  733  the  number  in  I5  states  to  be  listed  as  drought  disaster  areas  in 
the  current  emergency. 


The  counties  added  this  week  were  9  in  Kansas,  3  in  Alabama,  one 
in  Arkansas,  h  in  Mississippi,  3  in  North  Carolina,  I6  in  Tennessee,  and  6 
in  Texas. 


In  other  drought  actions,  the  Department  signed  emergency  hay 
program  contracts  with  the  Governors  of  South  Carolina,  Alabama,  and 
Mississippi,  making  it  possible  for  farmers  in  drought  designated  counties 
to  obtain  hay  at  reduced  transportation  rates.    Most  of  the  members  of  the 
National  Association  of  American  Railroads  have  agreed  to  a  temporary 
percent  cut  in  freight  rates  (beginning  October  1)  on  shipment  of  hay  into 
the  drought  disaster  states. 
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Pull  and  Winter  Potato  Outlook 


The  crop  of  potatoes  from  the  29  late  states,  most  of  which  will 
he  marketed  from  this  fall  into  next  spring,  is  expected  to  he  5  percent 
smaller  than  that  of  last  year.    Farm  prices  are  expected  to  average  much 
ahove  the  very  low  level  of  a  year  earlier.    However,  the  size  of  the  in- 
crease will  he  influenced  not  only  hy  the  marketing  pattern  for  the  late- 
crop  potatoes,  but  also  hy  hoth  the  size  and  marketing  pattern  for  the  1955 
early  crop. 

Production  of  commercial  early  potatoes  for  harvest  this  winter 
is  likely  to  he  smaller  than  the  corresponding  195^  crop  unless  yields  per 
acre  average  coneiderahly  ahove  the  record  large  yields  last  winter. 

Hybrid  Corn  Experimenter  is  Retiring 

Dr.  Frederick  D.  Richey,  one  of  the  group  of  early  experimenters 
in  the  genetics  of  hybrid  corn,  and  in  the  practical  aspects  of  large-scale 
production  of  crossed  corn,  is  retiring  from  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  after  more  than  kO  years  devoted  to  this  crop  during  the  period 
of  its  greatest  increase  in  efficiency  as  a  food  and  feed  producer. 

He  was  associate  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  in  193^,  and 
chief  from  193k  to  I938.    From  I938  to  191^3  he  operated  a  private  corn  breed- 
ing firm  in  Ohio.    He  then  returned  to  the  Department  and  has  been  in  charge 
of  the  Department's  corn  work  in  the  south  since  19^3,  with  headquarters  at 
the  University  of  Tennessee,  Knoxville.    He's  a  1909  graduate  of  the  University 
of  Missouri. 

195^-Cyop  Corn  Support  Rates  Announced 

Price  support  rates  for  195^ -crop  corn  will  be  based  on  the  90- 
percent  -of  -parity  price  of  (pi. 62  per  bushel  --  the  same  as  the  minimum  support 
rate  announced  last  March.   'The  national- rate  is  90  percent  of  the  September 
15  corn  parity  price  of  4il.80  per  bushel. 

Price  support  rates  in  the  commercial  corn-producing  area  will 
reflect  the  full  90  percent  support  level.    Because  corn  acreage  allotments 
are  in  effect  for  195^ -crop  corn  in  the  commercial  areas,  the  support  rates 
in  the  noncommercial  producing  area  xfill  be  at  75  percent  of  the  full  rate. 
See  your  county  ASC  offices  for  rates  by  counties. 

FAS  Setting  Up  New  Mailing  List    '  ' 

The  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  is  establishing  an  informational 
mailing  list  as  a  service  for  U.S.  agricultural  trade  interests  who  need  to 
keep  currently  Informed  regarding  the  operation  of  the  new  farm  commodity 
foreign  disposal  program,     (That's  the  (p'JOO  million  disposal  program  author- 
ized by  the  Congress  recently.) 

This  mailing  list  will  be  used  for  distribution  from  time  to  time 
of  press  releases,  administrative  announcements,  regulations,  progress  re- 
ports and  miscellaneous  news  about  the  foreign  surplus  disposal  program.  If 
you  want  your  name  on  this  mailing  list,  write  to  us. 
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SCS  Has  10  Field  Information  Specialists 

The  Soil'  Conservation  Service  sends  us  the  names  of  its  ten 
information  specialists.    As  you  know,  the  SCS  formerly  had  an  information 
staff-  attached  to  each  of  the  seven  regional  offices.    These  offices,  in- 
cluding the  information  divisions,  were  disbanded  during  the  course  of  the 
re  organi  zat  i  on . 

SCS  has  retained  ten  field  information  specialists  who  are  attached 
to  the  Washington  office  hut  whOj  for  reasons  of  economy  in  travel,  actually 
headquarter  in  five  field  locations.    Their  job  will  he  to  help  the  State 
Conservationists  of  SCS  plan  and  carry  out  an  appropriate  information  program, 
to  arrange  for  training  in  the  kind  of  information  techniques  field  people 
must  use,  and  to  help  in  the  flow'  of  information  on  conservation,  watershed 
protection  and  flood  prevention  to  radio,  TV^  press  and  other  outlets. 

Their  names  and  assignments  are: 

Bernhard  A.  Roth  and  Lester  Fox  are  headquartered  in  the  Center 
Building,  6^16  Market  St . ,  Upper  Darhy,  Pa.    They  will  serve  Connecticut, 
Delaware,  Maine,  Maryland,  I^ssachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  New  York, 
Pennsylvania,  Bhode  Island,  Vermont,  Virginia  and  West  Virginia. 

Barrington  King  and  Leon  J.  Sisk  are  at  Spartanburg,  S,  C.  (P.O. 
Box  6l2).    They'll  serve  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Georgia,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  the  Caribbean 
area . 

Albert  B.  Foster  and  William  E.  Lathrop  are  at  h^k  N.  Plankinton 
Avenue,  Milwaukee  3,  Wis.    They'll  serve  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kentuc]gr^ 
Michigan,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  Ohio,  and  Wisconsin. 

David  0.  Davis  and  Virgil  S.  Beck  are  at  321  New  Customhouse, 
Denver  2,  Colo.    They  serve  Colorado,  Kansas,  Montana,  Nebraska,  New  Mexico, 
North  Dakota,  Oklahoma,  South  Dakota,  Texas  and  Wyoming. 

Arthur  W.  Emerson  and  Hugh  F.  Fames  are  at  I5I5  Clay  St.,  Oakland 
12,  Calif.    They  serve  Arizona,  California,  Idaho,  Nevada,  Oregon,  Utah, 
Washington,  Alaska,  and  Hawaii. 

Parity  Batio  at  88 

Farm  prices  declined  2  percent  in  the  month  ending  September  I5. 
Lower  prices  for  commercial  vegetables,  eggs,  potatoes,  soybeans,  and  chickens 
were  responsible.    Prices  were  higher  for  milk,  apples,  cotton,  cattle tobacco, 
and  wheat. 

The  index  of  prices  paid  (including  commodities,  interest,  taxes, 
and  wage  rates)  were  nearly  1  percent  lower  for  the  month.    Prices  for  goods 
bought  for  rural  living  were  lower,  and  prices  for  production  goods  were  up 
slightly. 

V/ith  prices  received  down  more  than  prices  paid,  the  parity  ratio 
dropped  back  to  88,  the  same  as  in  June  and  July.    The  September  ratio  was 
about  5  percent  lower  than  a  year  ago. 


Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  Oc toiler  9 


NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Eeadlinee"  from  Washington.    A  preview  of  the  International  Dairy- 
Show  in  Chicago.    Results  of  the  Dairy  Cattle  Congress  at  Waterloo^  Iowa. 
Craiiberry  Harvest  Highlights, 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  A  preview  of  the 
1955  ACP  Program.  A  farmer  interview  from  KSOO  Sioux  Falls,  S,  D.,  with 
KFD  E.  C.  (Red)  Stangland, 

President  Praises  REA's  Accomplishments 

REA  has  asked  us  to  call  your  attention  to  a  letter  from  the 
President  to  REA  Administrator  Ancher  Nelsen  praising  the  progress  of  that 
program  last  year.    Loan  applications  processed  during  the  last  fiscal  year 
will  "bring  electric  power  to  170,000  additional  farm  families  --  almost  10 
percent  more  than  in  fiscal  1953^  and  33,000  more  than  in  fiscal  year  1952. 
Dviring  the  past  fiscal  year  almost  $75  million  telephone  loans  were  made  as 
compared  with  $Ul  million  during  the  previous  fiscal  year.    V/e're  enclosing 
the  President's  letter. 


Enclosure 

President's  letter  on 
REA  Programs 


Sincerely, 


Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 
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RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  an 

Office  of  Inform 


Service 

cAm^if^ffrAg  riculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


Letter  No.  633 
Octoter  8,  195^ 


The  Annual  Agricultural  Outlook  Conference  will  "be  held  in  Washington 
Monday  thro\;igh  Friday^  Octoter  25-29.    We're  planning  with  the  Extension  and 
Agricultural  Marketing  Service  folks  for  coverage.    Here  are  the  things  we're 
planning: 

1.  Special  recordings  on  request.    If  you  want  a  recording 
featuring  someone  from  your  State  who'll  "be  attending  the  conference,  get 
in  touch  with  us  or  your  State  extension  editor  or  the  person  you  want 
recorded.    We'll  need  to  know  who,  hcv  long,  etc.,  and  a  tape. 

2.  The  outlook  statements.  V/e'll  send  you  soon  a  check  list  of 
the  speeches  and  statements  that  will  he  made  at  the  outlook  conference  so 
you  can  check  the  ones  you  want. 

3.  The  outlook  chart  books.    We  will  send  each  of  you  the  outlook 
chart  "book  and  the  foreign  trade  situation  chart  hook.    You  don't  need  to 
request  these. 

Home  Demonstration  Council  to  Meet  Here  Octoher  31-Novem'ber  h 

The  National  Home  Demonstration  Council  will  hold  its  annual 
meeting  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Octoher  31  to  Novemher  h.    This  is  the  official 
national  convention  of  the  State  organizations  of  Home  Demonstration  Clubs, 
Home  Extension  Clubs  or  Homemakers  Clubs,  as  they  are  known  in  various 
States,  organized  and  sponsored  by  home  demonstration  agents. 

Mrs.  Marguerite  Lindsey  of  Colorado,  national  publicity  chairman 
for  the  group,  reports  that  about  2,000  are  expected  to  attend.  State 
extension  editors  will  have  lists  of  people  who  will  be  attending  from  each 
State . 


Emergency  Hay  Program  for  North  Carolina 


An  emergency  hay  program  contract  has  been  signed  by  Secretary 
Benson  and  Gov.  William  B.  Umstead  of  North  Carolina,  making  it  possible 
for  farmers  in  North  Carolina's  15  drought -dpsl^nated  counties  to  obtain 
hay  at  reduced  transpor+.3.t.i on  rates. 
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Latin  American  Training  Course  Starts  This  Week 

The  Latin  American  Agricultural  Press  and  Radio  Training  Course 
that  has  "been  shaping  up  for  some  time  will  get  undervray  next  veek.  The 
17  Latin  American  participants  will  get  into  Washington  on  Thursday 
Octoher  1*+,  and  will  he  in  the  States  until  about  Decemher  11. 

They  include  puhliehers,  editors,  writers,  radio  and  television 
producers  and  "broadcasters,  and  agricultural  information  officers  of 
government  and  educational  agencies  in  their  countries.    Their  purpose  will 
"be  to  study  American  farm  radio,  TV,  and  press. 

As  in  two  earlier  projects  of  this  type,  the  NATRFD  is  one  of  the 
groups  that  ie  cooperating  in  sponsorship.    The  Foreign  Operations  Adminis- 
tration is  bringing  the  visitors  to  this  country,  and  USDA,  the  Land -Grant 
Colleges,  the  American  Association  of  Agricultural  Editors,  and  the  ]\!ewspaper 
Farm  Editors  Association  are  cooperating,  along  with  MTEFD. 

Jack  Jackson  and  Wes  Seyler,  and  others  of  the  NATRFD  group  have 
done  a  great  deal  of  work  in  planning  the  program,  and  one  of  the  Association's 
former  presidents,  Layne  Beaty,  will  be  traveling  with  the  Latin  Americans  as 
technical  consultant.    Layne  returned  late  this  summer  from  Paris  where  he 
has  been  serving  for  the  past  I5  months  as  agricultural  information  consul- 
tant for  the  food  and  agriculture  division  of  U.  S.  Regional  Organizations 
and  in  this  capacity  made  contacts  in  many  European  countries  and  in  Turkey. 
Before  this,  he  spent  two  years  in  Greece  as  an  agricultural  information 
consultant  for  the  U.  S.  technical  cooperation  mission  there.    As  most  of 
you  know,  he  was  formerly  RFD  at  WBAP,  Fort  Worth. 

Layne  is  returning  this  week  from  a  trip  into  the  Midwest  where 
he  met  with  Jack,  Wes,  and  others  to  plan  certain  parts  of  the  training 
project.    He'll  be  seeing  many  of  you  during  the  two  months  of  the  training 
program. 

The  17  Latin  Americans  will  include  5  from  Kexico,  3  from  Colombia, 
3  from  Peru,  2  from  Chile,  2  from  Costa  Pica,  1  from  Bolivia,  and  1  from 
Paraguay.    They'll  spend  a  vreek  together  in  Washington,  then  split  up  into 
small  groups  for  visits  with  eight  RFD's  and  editors  October  21-30. 

Then  they'll  get  together  again  for  a  week  at  Oklahoma  A  &  M 
College,  where  they'll  observe  the  role  of  a  land -grant  college  in  dissemina- 
tion farm  know-how  and  information.    Then  they'll  be  together  for  a  week  in 
Kansas  City  for  an  information  seminar  and  workshop. 

From  November  Ih  to  20  they'll  split  up  again  for  visits  with 
editors  and  BFD's,  and  they'll  spend  November  21 -December  2  in  Chicago, 
Then  they'll  spend  a  few  days  in  New  York,  a  few  days  in  Washington  again, 
and  go  to  Turrialba,  Costa  Rica,  about  December  12  to  visit  the  Inter- 
American  Institute  of  Agricultural  Sciences  cn  their  way  home.    Layne  won't 
accompany  the  group  to  Costa  Rica. 

More  about  this  project  as  it  gets  underway. 
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USDA  Surveying  Market  News  on  Radio-Ty 

Most  of  you  "by  now  have  prolsably  received  and  perhaps  returned 
the  questionnaire  on  market  news  "broadcasts  mailed  to  all  stations  from 
AMS  Area  Information  offices  of  the  Department  on  October  1. 

The  returns  from  these  questionnaires  provide  the  only  reliable 
irJ'ormatior.  ohtainahle  on  the  extent  to  vrhich  market  news  reports  are  used 
hy  radio  and  TV.    Stations  have  "been  providing  USDA  with  this  information 
for  33  years. 

The  information  you  give  us  in  these  questionnaires  enables  us  to 
strengthen  weak  points  in  distribution  of  market  reports.    They  are  also 
used  to  answer  inquiries  as  to  where  and  when  market  news  is  broadcast  on 
the  various  agricultural  commodities. 

A  considerable  volume  of  information  is  prepared  daily  by  USDA 
offices  on  market  supply,  demand,  prices,  and  related  agricultural  programs 
and  transmitted  to  radio  stations  by  press  associations  and  in  other  ways. 
Your  cooperation  in  broadcasting  this  material  provides  market  information 
to  producers,  shippers  and  others  more  quickly  than  any  other  means. 

■  Your  promptness  in  returning  the  questionnaire  is  appreciated. 
You'll  undoubtedly  be  interested  in  the  results  of  the  survey^  too,  and 
we'll  pass  them  along  to  you  when  they're  available. 

F.F.A.  Convention  is  Next  Week 

The  Future  Farmers  of  America  will  hold  their  27th  Annual 
National  Convention  at  Kansas  City  next  week  (October  11-14).    Six  to 
eight  thousand  Future  Farmers  from  the  ^+8  States,  Hawaii  and  Puerto  Rico 
are  expected  to  attend,  along  with  hundreds  of  their  adult  advisers,  and 
guests.    Most  of  the  boys  will  arrive  in  Kansas  City  on  October  11  and 
leave  on  the  Ihth. 

One  of  the  principal  stories  coming  out  of  the  Convention  will 
be  the  "Star  Farmer  of  Affi.erica"  award  and  the  three  Regional  Star  Farmer 
awards . 

Changes  Proposed  in  Poultry  and  Turkey  Plans 

The  Department  has  under  consideration  a  revision  of  the  National 
Poultry  and  Turkey  Improvement  Plans,  recommended  by  the  195^  conference  of 
State  agencies  cooperating  in  administration  of  the  plans.    Among  the  most 
important  changes  proposed  are: 

Modification  of  breeding  classification  to  include  recognition 
based  upon  performance  of  the  stock  in  random-sample  egg  and  meat  production 
test.    This  will  apply  to  any  breeder  of  superior  stock,  regardless  of  the 
method  of  breeding  used. 

Elimination  of  the  U.S.  Pullon;un-controlled  classification,  which 
permitted  a  tolerance  of  fewer  than  one  percent  of  reactors  on  the  last  test. 


-  ^ 

Forest  Service  to  Celebrate  First  ^0  Years 

You  may  find  program  ideas  in  this: 

The  Forest  Service  is  observing  its  Golden  Anniversary  in  1955- 
On  February  1,  I905,  the  Forest  Service  was  created  in  its  present  form  in 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  through  the  merging  of  the  earlier  Bureau  of 
Forestry  and  the  forestry  division  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

Forestry  had  received  the  attention  of  the  Federal  Government  as 
early  as  I876.  but  it  was  not  until  the  present  Forest  Service  came  into 
being  that  a  rounded  national  policy  for  forestry  was  developed  and  v;-ork  be- 
gan to  go  forward  with  long-range  objectives  to  maintain  and  increase  the 
productivity  of  forest  lands  everywhere  in  the  country. 

Observance  of  the  Golden  Anniversary  of  the  Forest  Service  has 
these  objectives: 

1.  To  remind  the  American  people  of  their  determined  action  in 
1905  to  bring  about  protection,  management,  and  continuing  development  of 
their  forests  and  related  resources. 

2.  To  make  the  American  people  aware  of  the  progress  in  forestry 
during  the  past  half -century  by  both  private  and  public  agencies. 

3 .  To  help  the  American  people  gain  a  better  understanding  of 
their  dependence  upon  the  water,  wood,  forage,  wildlife  and  recreation  pro- 
vided by  their  forest  lands. 

h.     To  encourage  greater  progress  in  forestry       for  national  good  - 
in  the  future. 

Netv;ork  Farm  and  Home  Shows  October  16 

I^JBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12:00  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    Highlights  from  the  National  FFA  Convention 
A  preview  of  the  American  Royal  Livestock  Show  in  Kansas  City.    And  a  summary 
of  winnings  at  the  International  Dairy  Shovr  in  Chicago. 

ABC  American  Firmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    A  feature  on  the  National  Safety  Congress  and 
Exposition  scheduled  for  October  18-22  in  Chicago,  with  Maynard  Coe,  Director 
of  the  Farm  Division,  National  Lafety  Council.     A  report  from  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  National  Home  Demonstration  Agents'  Association  in  Chicago. 

New  Deputy  Research  Administrator  Appointed 

The  Agricultural  Research  Service  this  week  named  a  new  deputy 
administrator  for  research  --  Dr.  George  W.  Irving,  Jr.    He'll  coordinate 
investigations  of  the  I6  branches  in  ARS  engaged  in  studies  in  agricultural 
science.     This  job  has  been  vacant. 


Dr.  Irving  is  a  biochemist  who  has  spent  most  of  his  professional 
career  in  the  Department.    He's  a  native  of  Caribou,  Maine,  and  was  educated 
in  Seattle,  Wash.,  and  in  Washington,  D.  C. 


Brucellosis  Program  Stepped  Up 


Today  the  Secretary  ordered  the  Agricultural  Research  Service  to 
step  up  the  program  to  eradicate  brucellosis,  or  Bang's  disease^  in  cattle. 
As  you  may  remember,  that  is  a  cooperative  program  now  operated  under 
agreements  with  k6  States,  not  yet  including  Kansas  and  Texas,  and  in  2 
Territories,  not  including  Alaska. 

The  program  was  first  started  back  in  1935  and  under  it  brucellosis 
in  dairy  and  beef  cattle  tested  has  dropped  from  ll|^  in  193^  "to  a  little 
over  2^  percent  this  year.    Word  of  the  step-up  went  out  to  Research  Service 
field  offices  today.    Those  offices  are  getting  together  with  State  officials 
to  work  out  detailed  plans  for  carrying  the  program  right  down  to  the  indi- 
vidual farms . 

The  last  session  of  Congress  authorized  accelerating  the  campaign 
and  made  up  to  $15  million  available  for  the  work.    That  move  makes  it 
possible  to  restore  the  former  level  of  paying  federal  indemnities  for  re- 
acting animals .    Such  payment  is  restricted  to  not  more  than  $25  for  grade 
animals  and  $50  for  purebreds. 

Cotton  Better  Than  Expected 

The  cotton  crop  is  up  nearly  6  percent  from  a  month  ago.  The 
Crop  Reporting  Board  now  estimates  the  crop  at  a  little  over  122  million 
bales.    That  compares  with  nearly  l6-|  last  year,  but  is  a  little  more 
than  the  10  year  average. 

In  most  central  and  eastern  cotton  States  picking  went  ahead 
at  record  or  near-record  rate  during  September.    Yields  are  turning  out 
better  than  expected  a  month  ago.    Rains  tended  to  check  losses.    The  crop 
is  uniformly  good  in  California  and  weather  generally  favorable  in  New 
I^xico  and  Arizona.    Conditions  have  varied  widely  in  Texas. 

Egg  Adviser's  Get  Together 

In  recent  weeks,  egg  prices  have  been  substantially  lower  than 
they  were  a  year  ago.    So  Secretary  Benson  has  his  Egg  Advisory  Conanittee 
in  this  Friday  and  Saturday  to  review  the  egg  marketing  situation.  That 
committee,  which  met  with  the  Secretary  once  before  this  year,  in  April, 
is  made  up  of  2k  members,  including  producers,  distributors,  and  others 
interested  in  the  egg  business. 

Dairy  Support  Purchases  Down 

Price  support  purchases  of  dairy  products  during  the  first  six 
months  of  the  195^-55  marketing  year  (April-September)  show  an  overall  de- 
crease of  more  than  13  percent  from  purchases  during  the  same  period  of  a 
year  earlier. 

Dairy  price  support  activity  in  September  195^  "^^as  marked  by  the 
discontinuance  of  butter  purchasing  on  September  17  after  several  months 
of  continuous  daily  purchasing,  and  by  the  sale  of  1,593,085  pounds  of 
butter  into  domestic  trade  channels  during  the  last  ten  days  of  the  month. 
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Among  Ourselves. . , 

Vern  Miller,  Assistant  Extension  Editor  in  Arkansas,  reports 
more  than  usual  activity  among  ■broadcaGters  covering  the  State  Livestock 
Shov  in  Little  Rock  this  week  (October  ^-9).    Johnny  Holmes  vas  planning 
to  do  his  regular  farm  show  from  the  grounds  each  day  over  KATV,  Pine 
Bluff.    Boh  Buice  of  KARK-TV  Little  Eock  was  to  originate  part  of  his  daily 
show  from  the  grounds,  plus  his  half -hour  Saturday  show.    Karvin  Vines  of 
KTES  Little  Rock  was  to  originate  at  the  grounds  each  day.     Jim  Moffet  of 
KLRA  Little  Rock  was  to  have  his  regular  daily  show  from  the  grounds,  and 
Harris  Owen,  also  of  KLRA,  was  lining  up  a  dally  show  to  go  out  on  an 
Arkansas  network  of  ahout  20  stations.    Sounds  like  a  lot  of  good  coverage 
by  the  Arkansas  hrethren. 

Norman  P.  Tucker,  veteran  of  many  years  in  Les  Schlup's  informa- 
tion office  in  Extension,  has  retired.    We're  sure  that  many  of  you  know 
Norman,  and  we  all  give  him  "best  wishes. 


Enclosure 

"How  to  Get  Information 
from  USDA" 


Sincerely, 

O^^^^  \vJ.^-vxJ 

Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


RFO  UTTER 


To  ^ 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Televisjizn  Service 

ent  of  Agriculture 


Office  ofllnfcrni 

CURRENT  SERIAL  RECC 

^    0CT2B1SBH  ^ 

U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  k6RICUL1Uk£ 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


Letter  No,  631; 
October  15,  1^5l4- 


The  Department  of  Agriculture  this  v/eek  made  its  first  annoxincement 
of  the  operation  of  the  new  wool  program. 

The  Department  announced  a  shorn  wool  incentive  price  of  62  cents 
per  pound  of  wool,  grease  basis,  and  a  mohair  support  price  of  JO  cents  per 
pound,  both  for  the  1955  marketing  vea.r  beginning  April  1^  1955*     If  average 
prices  received  by  producers  for  ViTooI  and  mohair  fall  below  these  levels, 
payments  will  be  made  to  producers , 

The  wool  incentive  price  is  equivalent  to  106  percent  of  the  ' 
September  15  wool  parity  price  and  the  mohair  support  is  equivalent  to  91 
percent  of  the  September  15  mohair  parity  price.     The  National  VJool  Act 
of  I95U  provides  for  a  shorn  wool  incentive  price  of  up  to  110  percent  of 
parity  as  may  be  required  to  encourage  an  annual  production  of  300  million 
pounds  of  shorn  wool. 

1955  Cotton  Quota  and  Referendum  Announced 

Secretary  Benson  this  v/eek  proclaimed  a  national  marketing  quota 
of  10  million  bales  (standard  bales  of  5OO  pounds  gross  weight)  and  a 
national  acreage  allotment  of  18,113s208  acres  for  the  1955  crop  of  upland 
cotton. 

He  also  announced  that  a  national  cotton  marketing  quota 
referendum  will  be  held  on  December  ihs  195'4.    At  least  two-thirds  of  the" 
cotton  farmers  voting  in  the  referendum  must  approve  marketings  quotas 
before  they  may  be  made  effective,    A  referendum  on  marketing  quotas  for 
the  1955  crop  of  extra  long  staple  cotton  will  be  held  on  the  same  date. 

Secretary  Benson  proclaimed  a  national  marketing  quota  of  30,000 
bales  and  a  national  acreage  allotment  of  I|.6,15i;  acres  for  the  1955  crop 
of 'extra  long  staple  cotton. 


The  marketing  quota  and  acreage  allotment  levels  are  determined 
by  provisions  of  laiv. 
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(ADVANCE  FOR  A,¥»  RELiASE,  OCTOBER  19,  195U) 

Weekly  TVeather  and  Crop  Bulletin  Revised 

The  Weather  Bureau  this  week  is  annoioncing  an  improved,  easier- 
to-read,  and  more  timely  "I'Teekly  Weather  and  Crop  Bulletin,"  vdth  nev/ 
features  aimed  at  making  the  publication  more  useful  to  farmers  and  to 
radio,  TV,  and  press. 

Changes  v/ere  made  in  the  format  of  this  i+O-year-old  publication 
following  consultations  with  present  subscribers  and  with  experts  in  the 
field  of  agricultural  communications.    To  make  the  material  more  timely, 
collection  of  information  and  printing  of  the  bulletin  have  been  speeded 
up  so  that  it  will  go  out       hours  earlier  than  it  did  previously. 

New  featiares  will  include  special  articles  describing  research 
work  being  done  to  increase  our  understanding  of  the  effects  of  weather  on 
major  crops,  descriptions  of  how  weather  statistics  and  forecasts  are  being 
used  by  farm  operators,  and  more  complete  coverage  of  the  effects  of  drought 

In  addition  to  stories,  charts,  tables^  and  descriptions  of  the 
cumulative  effects  of  weather,  the  new  Bulletin  will  contain  the  Weather 
Bureau's  30-day  outlook  twice  each  month.    For  the  first  time,  the  effects 
of  past  weather  on  major  crops,  and  the  outlook  for  rainfall  and  temperature 
for  the  Nation  will  be  available  in  one  package. 

Information  included  in  the  Bulletin  is  collected  by  the  USDA  and 
the  Weather  Bureau  in  each  state  and  forwarded  by  teletypewriter  to  the 
Washington  office  of  the  Weather  Bureau  each  Monday  evening.    By  lav/,  the 
crop  information  cannot  be  released  until  noon  EoS.T.  each  Tuesday,  Early 
each  Tuesday  afternoon  the  printed  Bulletins  will  be  rolling  off  the  presses 
and  on  their  way  to  the  Post  Office. 

A  year's  subscription  to  'Sleekly  Weather  and  Crop  Bulletin,"  at 
.;)3«00  a  year  for  domestic  mailing  and  Ol+.OO  a  year  foreign,  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  ''Tashington 
25,  D.  C»    Make  checks  payable  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 
(ADVANCE  FOR  A.M.  RELEASE  TUESDAY,  OCT.  19,  195k) 

Co-op  League  Preparing  Tape  for  RFD' s 

The  Biennial  Congress  of  the  Cooperative  League  of  the  U.S.A.  will 
be  held  in  Chicago  October  25-27.     Jack  Jennings  of  the  Cooperative  League 
and  Dix  Harper  of  YJLS  are  cooking  up  a  short  tape  recording  for  RFD's  who 
ask  for  it . 

It  will  feature  the  voice  of  a  prominent  co-op  official  and  will 
deal  iiTith  the  Congress  and  how  co-ops  can  help  reduce  marketing  margins. 
If  you  want  a  copy  of  this  3"Diinute  tape,  write  to  Dix  Harper,  Radio  Station 
WLS,  1230  West  Washington  Boulevard,  Denver  7,  Colo. 


grant  Labor  Gets  High- Level  Consideration 


Four  Cabinet  members  and  the  Housing  Administrator  met  at  the 
TThite  House  this  week  to  place  the  Government's  resources  behind  President 
Eisenhower's  orders  to  "better*^  the  "soeial  and  economic  plight"  of  a  million 
migrant  farm  worksrs  and  their  families. 

The  chairman  was  Secretary  of  Labor  James  P»  Mitchell,  and  the 
others  attending  were  Mrs.  Oveta  Gulp  Hobby.,  Secretary  of  Health,  Education 
and  Welfare;  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Ezra  Taft  Benson;  Secretary  of  Interior 
Douglas  McKay;  and  Administrator  Albert  M.  Cole  of  the  Housing  and  Home 
Finance  Agency.    I'hey  are  all  members  of  the  Federal  Interdepartmental 
Committee  on  Migratory  Labor  recently  appointed  by  the  President, 

They  resolved  to  review  the  resources  of  all  their  Departments 
and  see  how  much  more  can  be  done  under  present  authority.    To  determine  v/hat 
further  Federal  resources  are  needed  and  how  they  can  be  coordinated,  the 
policy  officials  set  up  a  working  committee  of  high  level  deputies  in  each 
agency  to  make  such  surveys  and  to  stimulate  action  in  carrying  oxit  the 
President's  directive* 

Migrants  represent  part  of  the  answer  to  modern  agriculture's  need 
to  double  its  working  force  for  a  I).-month  period  each  year.    At  the  same  time, 
there  is  a  great  need  for  better  housing  and  living  facilities.    Growers  are 
finding  that  good  housing  attracts  and  holds  good  v;-orkers.     Improved  working 
conditions  have  the  same  effect, 

USDA  Official  is  President  of  International  Seed  Testing  Association 

VJalter  A.  Davidson  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  become 
president  of  the  International  Seed  Testing  Association,  because  of  the  death 
of  the  president.  Dr.  H.A,  Lafferty,    Mr.  Davidson  was  first  vice-president 
of  the  Association. 

Mr.  Davidson  is  chief  of  the  Seed  Branch  of  Agricultural  Marketing 
Service,    He  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Department's  seed  testing  laboratories 
since  1938 •    The  purpose  of  the  International  Seed  Testing  Association  is  to 
standardize  the  testing  of  seeds  and  the  methods  of  expressing  quality  through- 
out the  world. 

Network  Faym  and  Home  Shows  October  23 

KBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12:00  to  12:30  p.m,  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Vfashington.    A  harvest  round-up  covering  cotton,  corn, 
and  soybeans. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    A  report  from  the  Texas  State  Fair  with  Dick 
Hickerson,  radio  editor  at  Texas  A  and  M.,  on  the  subject,  "i.That  research 
is  doing  to  help  farmers  and  ranchers  in  Texas. 

38  States  New  Have  Special  School  J.'Iilk  Program 

The  Special  School  llilk  Program,  authorized  during  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  is  now  established  in  38  States.    Department  officials  expect 
virtuallv  all  States  to  be  narti  ci  nati  tip-  by  November  1. 


Among  Ourselves... 


The  University  of  Vermont  has  an  opening  for  a  TV-radio  editor 
,,:in  Extension*    They're  looking  for  a  young  man  with  an  agricultural  college 
■degree,  a  flair  for  visualizing  extension  information,  and  ability  for 

organization  and  training.    They  plan  to  give  him  an  intensive  training 

course  in  TV  production. 

Russell  l^ood  is  tho  new  farm  director  at  WJPS  in  Evansville, 

Ind. 

Luther  Lemons  has  resigned  as  farm  director  at  KFSA  in  Fort 
Smithy  Ark.,  to  take  a  sales  position  with  a  commercial  firm.    Bob  Lewis, 
formerly  on  the  staff  of  KFSA,  is  returning  to  take  over  Luther's  programs. 
Best  wishes  to  both  Luther  and  Bob  in  their  new  activities. 


Sincerely, 


Enclosure  Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 

Garden  Facts  .  .  Radio  and  Television  Service 

Mexican  Fruit  Fly 

P.S.  Although  this  was  dated  for  release  on  Friday,  storm  "Hazel"  closed 
us  down  shortly  after  noon  Friday. 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agricuitu 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


Letter  Wo.  635 
Octoter  22,  195^ 


Outlook  speeches  and  papers.     The  32nd  Annual  Agricultural  Outlook 
Conference  takes  place  here  next  week.    Attached  to  the  "back  of  this  Letter 
is  a  checklist  of  the  speeches  and  papers  that  will  "be  presented.     If  you 
want  copies  of  any  of  them_,  check  the  list,  tear  it  off,  and  return  it  to 
us . 

Outlook  tape  recording.     0.  "V.  Wells,  Administrator  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Iviarketing  Service,  has  recorded  especially  for  EFD's  a  3-r--minute 
statement  on  the  agricultural  outlook  for  1955=     It's  a  good  jol),  it's 
short,  and  we  think  it  will  fit  very  nicely  into  most  farm  ser-zice  programs. 
Write  us  if  you  want  it. 


Outlook  chart  Taooks .    We're  enclosing  with  this  Letter  the 
Agricultural  Outlook  Chart  Book  for  1955  and  the  Foreign  Agricultural  _ 
Situation  (The  Exporx  Problem) »   

U-H  Club  Achievement  Day  is  November  13 

The  Extension  folks  remind  us  that  the  annual  4-H  Club  Achieve- 
ment Day  V7ill  be  November  I3 .    We're  enclosing  a  fact  sheet  on  the  occasion, 
and  you  may  wish  to  recognize  it  with  a  local  or  state  4-H  feature. 

Khapra  Beetle  Quarantine  Hearing  December  1  • .   . . 

A  hearing  to  determine  the  necessity  for,  and  objections  to,  the 
establishment  of  a  Federal  khapra  beetle  quarantine  in  Arizona,  California, 
and  New  Mexico  will  be  held  December  1  in  Denver.     This  pest  was  first 
discovered  in  this  country  last  November  (in  California),  and  USDA 
entomologists  believe  that  unless  controlled,  it  could  become  a  serious 
pest  in  the  south  and  in  heated  storages  in  the  north. 

T^io  Flocks  of  Scrapie -Infected  Sheep  Are  Slaughtered 

Identification  and  eradication  of  two  new  instances  of  scrapie 
disease  were  reported  this  week.     The  two  flocks  of  sheep  --  in  Ohio  and 
Indiana  --  have  been  slaughtered.    This  brings  to  11  the  number  of  infected 
flocks  eliminated  imder  the  Federal -State  scrapie  eradication  program  since 
July.    All  known  outbreaks  have  now  been  eradicated. 
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Status  of  Emergenc3^  Feed  Program 

Here's  a  report  on  the  supplemental  feed,  grain  supplies  that  are 
nov7  moving  ii>  voluiae  to  farmers  and  ranchers  in  drought  areas,  under  the 
Department's  emergency  aid  program, 

3y  mid-Octoher,  more  than  860  counties  in  I5  states  h^d  "been 
designated  as  official  disaster  areas  where  the  emergency  program  aid  is 
availaole.    As  of  Octoher  1^+,  farmers'  purchase  orders  totaling  8,611,3^5 
hundredweight  of  feed  had  heen  approved.     Since  the  feed  sutsidy  is  ^1  per 
hundredweight  this  represents  $8,611,3^5  in  savings  to  farmers  in  the 
drought  States. 

Farmers  and  ranchers  who  need  supplemental  grain  supplies  to 
offset  the  loss  of  hay  and  pasture  crops ^  and  in  order  to  carry  through 
their  foundation  herds  of  cattle,  sheep  and  goat  "breeding  stock,  are 
eligible  to  receive  the  special  feed  grain  assistance. 

Applications  under  the  program  are  made  to  the  local  Farmers  Home 
Administration  Conmittee,    When  their  eligibility  is  approved,  they  get 
special  "purchase  orders"  from  the  county  Agricultural  Stabilization  and 
Conservation  Committee  (ASC).    The  farmer  then  buys  feed  grains,  or  mixed 
feed  containing  the  feed  grain,  from  any  local  dealer  he  wishes.    He  pays 
the  regular  local  price,  using  his  purchase  order  to  cover  one  dollar  per 
hundredweight  of  his  bill.     In  effect,  his  out-of-pocket  cost  is  one  dollar 
per  hundredweight  below  the  prevailing  local  feed  prices. 

IFYE  Delegates  Return'  Soon  -     ■..    .  •; ; 

The  National         Club  Foundation  advises  that  76  International 
Farm  Youth  Exchange  delegates  representing  35  states  and  Alaska  will  be 
coming  home  soon.     Seventy-four  of  them  will  return  on  the  liner  Queen 
Elizabeth,  docking  at  Pier  90,  New  York  City  on  November  8;  this  group  has 
been  to  20  countries  of  Europe  and  the  Middle  East.     Two  delegates,  who 
have  been  in  Japan,  will  return  via  Pan  American  Airways. 

While  in  New  York,  these  young  people  will  make  their  headquarters 
at  the  Hotel  Woodstock,  127  West  kj)T^  Street.    They'll  be  busy  with  a  press 
conference,  evaluation  meetings,  expense  accounts,  and  reports.     On  November 
10  the  Grocery  Manufacturers  of  America  will  be  host  to  the  IFYE's  at  a 
breakfast  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  Hotel.     On  the  11th,  around  20  delegates 
will  go  on  to  Washington  for  a  report  to  USDA,  the  Department  of  State,  and 
embassies  of  the  host  countries. 

Mariy  of  you  interviewed  these  "grass  roots  ambassadors"  before 
they  left  home  and  have  been  keeping  in  touch  with  them  while  abroad. 
You'll  no  doubt  want  to  do  a  follow-up  interview  after  they  return  home. 
If  you'd  like  more  facts  before  they  return,  write  direct  to  Everett 
Biernan.  the  National  U-H  Foundation's  information  man  at  856I  Fenton 
Street,  Silver  Spring,  Maryland. 
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Census  Bureau  Asks  RFD's  for  Help 

We've  had  an  urgent  call  for  help  from  Ray  Hurley,  Chief  of 
Agricultural  Statistics  at  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.    He  has  a  prohlem 
that  you  farm  broadcasters,  more  than  a.r^'-  other  group,  can  help  solve. 
It's  this: 

During  the  next  two  -weeks,  farmers  in  the  Corn  Belt  will  be  re- 
ceiving in  their  mail  "boxes  a  copy  of  the  19^k  Census  of  Agriculture 
questionnaire.     The  Census  is  appealing  to  farmers  to  fill  in  the  question- 
naire and  have  the  completed  report  ready  when  the  Census  taker  calls. 
This  cooperation  will  mean  that  the  cost  of  taking  the  Census  will  he  less 
and  that  the  results  can  he  published  while  the  information  is  most  useful. 

At  present,  enumerators  are  finding  that  maiiy  farmers  do  not  have 
their  questionnaires  completed  in  advance.    The  big  problem  at  the  moment 
is  in  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Michigan,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Pennsylvania, 
Wisconsin  and  Minnesota.    But  it  may  be  a  problem  in  other  States  as  well, 
except  for  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  The  Carolinas  and 
part  of  Arkansas  --  areas  where  a  different  system  is  being  used.. 

Farm  radio  and  television  folks  share  in  the  benefits  from  the 
Census  of  Agriculture.     ]vfe,ny  of  the  farm  statistics  used  on  radio  and  TV, 
published  in  farm  periodicals,  and  in  reports  of  marketing  services  are 
taken  either  directly  from  Census  reports  or  are  based  on  them. 

Crop  and  livestock  reporting  services  and  other  statistical 
activities  of  the  USDA,  which  provide  estimates  on  farm  industry  trends 
that  guide  farmers.  Government,  and  others  in  their  decisions,  depend  on 
benchmark  data  provided  by  the  census . 

The  information  supplied  by  each  farmer  is  treated  as  confidential 
by  the  Census  Bureau  and  assurance  is  given  that  the  information  will  be 
published  only  in  statistical  totals  for  each  county  so  that  operations  of 
an  individual  farm  are  not  revealed. 

What  can  you  do  as  a  farm  broadcaster?    You  can  explain  to  farmers 
that  the  Census  is  important  to  them.    And  (except  in  the  seven  southern 
states  mentioned  above)  you  can  urge  farmers  to  have  their  questionnaires 
filled  out  when  the  Census  taker  comes. 

Fetwork  Farm  and  Home  Shows  October  30 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12; 00  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    A  feature  on  the  Georgia  State  4-H  Camp 
Dedication. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    A  report  on  the  32nd  Annual  Agricultural  Outlook 
Conference,  October  25-29  in  Washington.    A  report  on  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  National  Cooperative  League  in  Chicago. 
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U.  S.  Losing  Condensed  Milk  Market  In  Philippines  .  .. 

The  American  Embassy  in  Manila  reports  that  the  U.S.  is  losing 
its  Philippines  market  for  condensed  milk,  and  the  Netherlands  is  taking 
over.     The  Philippines  has  "been  our  principal  export  market  for  condensed 
milk;  last  year,  95  percent  of  our  condensed  milk  exports  went  to  that 
country. 

Price  is  apparently  causing  the  swing  to  Dutch  condensed  milk. 
The  loss  of  the  condensed  milk  market  in  the  Philippines  represents  an 
export  loss  to  the  U.Sc  of  almost  Uo  million  pounds  of  whole  milk 
equivalent . 

At  the  same  time,  the  U.S.  is  maintaining  its  hold  on  the 
Philippine  market  for  evaporated  milk  because  of  Philippine  preference  for 
the  product  and  "because  the  price  of  the  U.S.  milk  is  more  in  line  x/ith 
the  Dutch  item. 

Wev7  Bulletin  Considers  Teenage  Worker  Prohlems 

A  new  hulletin  "The  Youth  you  Supervise",  has  "been  published  hy 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor.     It  is  not  directed  to  employers  in  any 
particular  industry  but  rather  to  all  who  supervise  young  workers.  Many 
farmers  employ  young  workers,  and  a  representative  of  an  agricultural 
association  served  on  the  conmiittee  which  advised  in  the  preparation  of  the 
bulletin. 

Among  Ourselves .  . .  • 

Vfes  Seyler  writes  from  Topeka  that  Dick  Nichols,  former  editor 
of  publications  for  the  Kansas  State  Board  of  Agriculture,   joined  the 
WLBW-TV  and  Radio  Farm  Department,  October  1.    Dick  majored  in  journalism 
and  agriculture  at  Kansas  State  College. 

Wes  also  reports  that  his  Farm  Department  is  presently  completing 
a  six-month  "Balanced  Livestock  Program"  co-operating  with  Kansas  Farmer 
magazine  and  the  State  Extension  Service.     This  program  was  launched  jointly 
because  of  concern  over  the  drought.     Three  large  one -day  livestock 
"jamborees"  were  held  at  strategic  locations  In  Kansas  and  Missouri.  Each 
of  these  jamborees  were  attended  by  as  many  as  3,000  people. 


Enclosures : 

Phenothiazine-Salt  Mixture 
Statistical  Summary 
Sec.  Benson's  letter  to  ii-H'era 
The  Export  Problem 
Agricultural  Outlook  Charts 


Sincerely, 

C 


Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 
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CBECK  LIST  OF  PAPEES  TO  EE  PBESEi^ITED  AT  TEE  32aL  AKMJAL 
AGRICULTURAi  OUTLOOK  COKFESEKCE,  OCTOBER  25-29,  195^ 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

Mail  to:    Kenneth  M.  Gapen,  Chief 

Radio  and  Television  Service 
Office  of  Information 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 


Economic  Policy  --  \J.  Randolph  Burgess,  Under  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  for  Monetary  Affairs 

^There  Our  National  Economy  is  Heading  --  Grover  W.  Ens  ley.  Staff 

Director,  Joint  Committee 
on  the  Economic  Report 

Agriculture  and  Our  National  Economy  --  Earl  L.  Butz,  Assistant 

Secretary  of  Agriculture 

Prospects  for  Agricultural  Exports  --  W.  G.  Lcdv/ick,  Administrator, 

Foreign  Agri.  Service 

Immediate  General  Economic  Outlook  --  Nathan  M.  Koffsky,  AMS 

Outlook  for  Farm  Prices       F.  V.  Waugh,  AMS 

Outlook  for  Farm  Costs       Kenneth  L.  Bachman,  ARS 

Farm  Financial  Outlook  --  Norman  J,  Wall,  ARS 

Farm  Family  Living  Outlook  --  Gertrude  S.  Weiss,  ARS 


Outlook  "by  Major  Commodities 

  Feed  grains  and  forage 

  Meat  animals 

  Poultry 

  Dairy 

Wheat 


Cotton 

Fats  and  Oils 
Fruit 

Vegetahles  (potatoes) 
Tobacco 


Name   

Station 
Address 


1 


RFD  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Semce 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  ligficulture 


^^/U  1,355 


Dear  Fjrm  Director: 


Of  AGWCUiTUfifi 


Letter  No.  636 
October  29,  195^ 


Extension  economists  from  all  over  the  country  met  here  this  week 
to  discuss  the  1955  outlook  for  agriculture.    F.  V,  Waugh,  Director  of  the 
Agricultural  Economics  Division,  rounded  it  up  like  this: 

"We  expect  neither  boom  nor  "bust  in  1955.    Rather,  ve  expect 
employment,  production,  and  purchasing  power  to  stay  very  near  present 
levels.    There  is  little  ground  for  fearing  a  general  recession.    And,  un- 
less war  should  break  out,  there  is  little  reason  to  expect  a  revival  of 
inf lationarj'-  pressures. 

"This  suggests  that  the  domestic  demand  for  farm  prcducts  in  1955 
will  remain  fairly  stable  and  may  increase  some.    Consumers  are  continuing 
to  spend  about  25  percent  of  their  disposable  incomes  for  food.    Their  dis- 
posable income  --  and  their  food  expenditures       should  be  at  least  as  much 
in  1955  as  in  195^+." 

For  individual  commodities,  the  picture  is  this: 

Production  of  livestock  and  livestock  products  probably  will  be  at 
least  as  large  as  this  year.    VJith  prospects  for  a  continued  high  level  of 
demand,  prices  of  livestock  products  in  1955  ^lay  average  a  little  below 
this  year.    Beef  cattle  prices  are  expected  to  hold  near  the  prevailing 
levels,  and  hog  prices  are  likely  to  be  substantially  below  the  favorable 
prices  earlier  this  year,  but  at  about  an  average  relationship  to  the  price 
of  corn.    Milk  prices  will  probably  average  about  the  same  as  the  last  9 
m'onths  of  this  year.    Continued  large  supplies  are  in  prospect  for  chickens 
and  eggs  for  a  few  more  months,  although  there  should  be  some  adjustments 
during  1955- 

Crop  output  next  year  should  total  near  195^  levels.  Smaller 
"free"  supplies  of  corn  (not  held  by  CCC)  and  a  larger  hog  production 
probably  will  contribute  to  slightly  higher  corn  prices  in  195^-55.  Oth^r 
feed  grain  prices  are  expected  to  continue  low  in  relation  to  corn.  Soy- 
bean prices  will  probably  be  lower  but  may  continue  above  support  levels. 
Wheat  prices  are  expected  to  continue  at  about  present  levels  through  the 
195^-55  crop  year.    Prices  for  the  1955  crop  will  reflect  the  moderately 
reduced  support  level  as  well  as  continued  large  supplies. 


That's  the  outlook  --  according  to  the  best  economic  opinion. 
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Large  Increase  in  Barter  Operations 

Secretary  Benson  announced  this  week  that  as  much  as  It)105  million 
worth  of  surplus  farm  products  now  in  CCC  inventories  will  be  bartered  during 
the  next  few  months  for  foreign-produced  strategic  and  other  materials. 
This  figure,  based  on  firm  commitments  and  definite  negotiations  now  under 
way^  represents  a  sharp  upswing  in  barter  operations. 

Barter  is  only  part  of  the  Government's  efforts  to  expand  export 
outlets  for  farm  commodities  in  a  broad  program  which  includes  emphasis  on 
sales  for  dollars  and  for  the  currencies  of  the  importing  countries,  as 
well  as  supply  in  mutual  assistance  programs  and  donation  under  special  wel- 
fare and  relief  arrangements. 

Agricultural  Prices  Report 

Farm  prices  dropped  a  litcle  less  than  2  percent  during  the  month 
ending  October  I5.    The  drop  was  caused  by  a  seasonal  decline  in  hog  prices, 
a  sharper  than  usual  drop  in  citrus  prices,  and  lower  prices  for  potatoes, 
corn,  and  catole.    Milk  and  commercial  vegetable  prices  rose  more  sharply 
than  usual .  :  . 

The  index  of  prices  paid  (including  interest,  taxes,  and  wage 
rates)  dropped  one -third  of  1  percent.    With  farm  prices  down  nearly  2  per- 
cent and  prices  paid  down  slightly,  the  Parity  Ratio  dropped  one  point  to  87. 

'^110  Million  in  Surplus  Disposal  Commitments  Announced 

Firm  commitments  for  the  sale  of  $6o  million  worth  of  surplus 
agricultural  commodities  to  Yugoslavia  and  Pakistan  were  announced  today  by 
the  Department.    These  sales  will  be  made  under  the  billion-dollar  Agricul- 
tural Trade  Development  and  Assistance  Act  of  195^.    Principal  commodities 
involved  are  wheat  and  cotton.    We  mailed  you  the  story. 

Army  to  Issue  More  Milk  to  Troops 

Instructions  authorizing  local  procurement  and  issue  of  up  to  one- 
half  pint  per  day  of  additional  fluid  milk  for  all  army  troops  in  continental 
U.S.  were  issued  this  week  by  the  Department  of  the  Army.    We're  mailing  you 
the  details. 

New  Test  for  Lymphomatosis  (ADVANCE  FOR  P.M.  RELEASE  THURSDAY  NOV.  k) 

A  way  to  detect  the  cancerous  disease  visceral  lymphomatosis  in 
living  chickens  has  been  discovered  by  USDA  scientists  at  the  Regional 
Poultry  Disease  Laboratory,  East  Lansing,  Mich.    Prevlousiy,  the  disease 
could  be  accurately  diagnosed  only  by  post-mortem  examination. 

This  discovery  is  regarded  as  an  important  step  toward  greater 
understanding  of  lymphomatosis,  the  worst  of  poultry  diseases.    The  new  test 
may  help  researchers  to  identify  visceral  lymphomatosis  in  chickens  to  be 
used  in  disease -transmission  and  immunity  studies.    It  may  eventually  develop 
into  a  practical  method  of  warning  flock  owners  of  the  presence  of  this  highly 
infectious  disease.    There  is  no  cure,     (ADVANCE  FOR  P.M.  RELEASE  THUR^^AY 
NOV.  k) 
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Livestock  Sanitary  Association  to  Meet  In  Cmaha 

An  excellent  opportunity  for  recordings  is  the  meeting  of  the 
U.S.  Livestock  Sanitary  Association  at  Omaha,  Neb.,  November  10-12. 
Veterinary  experts  from  all  over  will  "be  there.     Some  farm  broadcasters 
in  the  area  and  region  are  already  scheduling  radio  and  television  features 

Among  the  USDA  veterinarians  attending  will  be  Dr.  C.  Donald 
Van  Houweling,  Director  of  Livestock  Regulatory  Programs,  and  Dr.  Robert 
J.  Anderson,  Chief  of  Animal  Disease  Eradication  Branch.    But  there'll  be 
others  from  USDA  and  many  others  from  the  U.S. 

Application  Open  for  Agricultural  Vfriter-Editor 

We've  just  received  a  Civil  Service  Commission  announcement  of 
an  examination  for  Junior  Agricultural  Assistant,  including  the  title 
Agricultural  Writer-Editor.    A  number  of  other  job  titles  are  also  included 
The  jobs  covered  in  this  announcement  are  aimed  primarily  at  young  men  just 
graduating  or  recently  graduated  from  college;  they  start  at  ^3,^10  a  year. 

An  applicant  must  have  completed  a  full  ^-year  course  leading  to 
a  bachelor's  degree  (or  higher  degree)  in  the  field  for  which  application 
is  made.    To  apply,  he  gets  a  card  Form  5000-AB  from  a  post  office  or  a 
civil  service  regional  office,  fills  it  out^  and  mails  it  to  the  proper 
office  in  Washington  not  later  than  November  9,  195^. 

We'll  appreciate  your  calling  this  to  the  attention  of  anyone 
who  might  be  interested,  but  he'll  have  to  hurry.    His  Form  50C0-AB  must 
be  postmarked  not  later  than  November  9. 

USDA  Intensifying  Poultry  Merchandising  Aids 

The  Department  this  week  outlined  plans  for  continuing  and  in- 
tensifying its  assistance  to  the  poultry  industry's  merchandising  efforts 
to  move  the  present  plentiful  supplies.    Under  Secretary  Morse  CLuplimented 
the  industry  on  its  selling  job. 

Eggs  and  turkeys  are  featiured  in  the  November  lis^-of  plentiful 
foods,  and  broilers  and  fryers  will  also  be  given  continuing  attention. 
Eggs,  broilers  and  fryers,  and  turkeys  have  been  the  subject  of  Department - 
supported  merchandising  programs  almost  every  month  this  year.     The  Depart- 
ment has  also  given  full  cooperation  to  industry-sponsored  promotions. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  November  6 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12  to  12; 30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    Highlights  from  the  Grand  National  Live- 
stock Exposition  October  29-November  7  in  San  Francisco. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00.     "Top  of  the  Farm 
News"  from  USDA  in  Washington.    A  report  from  the  National  Home  Demonstra- 
tion Council's  annual  meeting  October  31-November  k  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
A  story  on  livestock  and  meat  marketing  from  Oregon  State  College  with 
Arnold  Ebert,  Extension  BFD. 
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Among  Ourselves . . . 

Ted  Bichards^  who  has  been  working  with  Bill  Ward  and  Lou  Kaiser 
at  Cornell,  is  now  assistant  professor  in  charge  of  radio  at  Penn  State. 
His  new  address  is  Agricultural  Building,  Penn  State  University,  State 
College,  Pa.    Best  of  luck  to  Ted  in  the  new  jot.'    Believe  Joe  Matejka  has 
taken  over  the  Cornell  work.    Also,  test  wishes  to  Joe. 

Jules  Renaud  of  our  television  staff  will  he  in  the  Midwest  all 
next  week  to  conduct  a  series  of  TV  workshops  for  soil  conservation  folks 
in  St,  Paul,  Des  Moines,  Kansas  City,  and  Indianapolis.     At  the  request  of 
the  State  Conservationist  in  each  of  these  four  States,  he'll  put  on  a 
workshop  outlining  ways  in  which  SCS  personnel  can  best  present  their  story 
on  TV.     In  each  State,  the  Extension  Editor  has  been  invited  to  atterjd  or 
send  a  representative.     In  addition,  television  farm  directors  in  each  of 
these  cities  have  been  advised  and  are  planning  tours  of  their  studios  as 
part  of  the  training  course.    Jules  was  with  SCS  in  the  field  for  15  years 
before  coming  to  Washington  last  year. 

•  Here's  a  reminder  we  hope  will  save  you  some  delays: 

Whenever  you  request  a  bulletin  or  a  mailing  list  addition  or 
other  USDA  service,  it's  helpful  to  have  the  request  come  initially  to 
this  office.    This  avoids  duplication  and  usually  results  in  faster  service 
for  you.    Nine  times  out  of  ten,  it  will  wind  up  in  our  office  eventually 
anyway,  and  the  time  it  spends  getting  to  our  office  is  Just  lost. 

For  example,  if  a  request  for  a  bulletin  is  addressed  just  to 
"Department  of  Agriculture,"  "Bulletin  Division. "  or  "Publications 
Section,"  it  hits  our  Inquiries  and  Distribution  folks  along  with  thousands 
of  other  letters.     It  may  get  routine  handling  there,  or  if  there  is  a 
special  problem  of  any  kind  involved,  it  will  be  routed  to  us  with  a 
corresponding  loss  of  time.    But  if  it  comes  to  us  in  the  beginning,  we 
can  usually  give  your  request  personal  and  prompt  handling.    And  if  we 
don't,  at  least  you'll  know  whom  to  blame. 


Enclosures : 

Nat'l  U-H  Achievement  Day 
Summary  of  U.S.  Sugar  Program 


Sincerely,  .  

Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


